Sustaining Seattle’s Parks:

Park User Survey Results
April 8, 2011




Respondent Pool Facts




How frequently do you visit either a park or
recreational facility?

Almost every day

A fewtimes per week

About once perwesk

About once per month

Less than once per month

Rarely or never




Which park do you visit most frequently?
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How often do you use the park system for the
following purposes?

1=Frequently 2=Sometimes 3=Rarely or never

General park use

Running or walking
on trails

Leash-free dog areas

Community center
vouth or adult..

Community center facilities
(1.e. basketball courts, ..

Swimming at public pool

Jze of picnic
tables and shelters

Sports fields

IJze of open space and
lawns for recreational ..

Tennis courts

Wading pools




Write-in responses about how people are using
the park system
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How important should the following goals be for
public parks and recreational services?

1=Very important

Protection of nature
and the environment

Enhanced understanding
of nature and
the environment

Improved physical
and mental health

Provide positive
activities for youth

Provide positive activities
for senior citizens
Provide opportunities

for adults to

learn new skills

Provide a way to meet
neighbors and engage
with the community
Enhanced understanding

of cultural and
historic resources

Provizion of leash-free
areas for dogs

2=Somewhat important  3=Not that important




How satisfied are you with the quality & upkeep
of Seattle’s parks and recreational facilities?

o Very satisfied

B Scmewhat satisfied
I Somewhat dissatisfied
 Very dissatisfied




If you marked somewhat or very dissatisfied
above, can you provide an example of what you
find unsatisfactory?
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Before now, were you aware that parks were
experiencing an operations & maintenance
funding challenge?




Do you agree with this statement: “It’s urgent that our city
find a sustainable source of O & M funding for Seattle’s
parks and recreational services”.

B Strongly agree
I Somewhat agres
I Somewhat disagree
B Strongly disagree




How do you feel about the following revenue
sources for O&M that benefit SPECIFIC parks?

|dentify a strategy to

fund operations and maintenance
for each park ...

|lse a portion of fees paid

by developers to the

City to maintain near...

Establizsh new taxing

districts (i.e. business
improvement areas, loca...

Forge community partnerships
to leverage the
capacity of nonprofit ar...

Increase fees for services
and programs at community
centers, pools a...

Create public development
authorities, typically
funded through a mix...

(Ciffer zoning incentives
to developers that incorporate
desired public...

Tap utility funding to
pay for the benefits of
park lands in terms of ..

Promote commercial uses
and concession agreements
in parks, suchas f...

Expand philanthropy's

role in supporting

the parks system.

‘when a development project
adversely impacts a

nearby park, apply a p...

0%




Analysis on funding sources for SPECIFIC parks




How do you feel about these revenue sources for
O&M that benefit the system as a WHOLE?

Go to the voters with a

special purpose levy (e.g.
2008 Parks and Gre...

Create a Metropolitan
Parks District to bring new
revenue to the City .

Increase the use of citizen
volunteers to care for
and raise money fo...

Allocate a larger share
of the City's General Fund
to parks (this fun...

Work with the state
legislature to address the
structural problems cr...




Analysis on funding sources for the parks
system as a WHOLE:




Have you done any of the following, and if not,
would you consider doing it in the future?

Participated in a park
work party (to pull weeds,
water, plant, etc.)

Contacted an elected
official in support of parks

Donatedtoa
park project

Volunteered at a
community center or parks
recreational facility

Volunteered to teach or
coach a community
center program or course

Participated in a "Friends
of group (i.e. Friends
of Seward Park, Fr...

Fundraised for
park improvements

Donated professional
services toa
park or parks group

N Yes
. Mo
I "vfould consider



